
During his time on the Wayne County 
Commission, Phil Cavanagh has been a 
watchdog for Wayne County’s taxpayers.  
Cavanagh has worked to improve the delivery 
of health care services in Wayne County with a 
special emphasis on mental health.  Within a few 
months of serving as Treasurer of Detroit-Wayne 
Mental Health board, Cavanagh eliminated 

A Tax Payer’s Watchdog...Cavanagh Can!

Phil Cavanagh has the energy and new ideas we need in the Wayne County 
Treasurer’s Office.  Phil Cavanagh will:

•	 Stabilize Property Values By Creating Jobs and Rebuilding 
	 Tax-Foreclosed Properties

•	 Provide Assistance to Victims of Predatory Lending

•	 Reduce Blight and Invest In Our Neighborhoods.

New Ideas for Wayne County...Cavanagh Can!

an $18 million deficit.  Phil Cavanagh serves as 
Treasurer of the Wayne County Land Bank and 
as Vice-Chair of the Health Choice Board, a 
program providing low cost quality health care to 
Wayne County working families.  Also, Cavanagh 
was instrumental in creating the Wayne County 
Prescription Drug Card.

Phil Cavanagh and his wife Lily with their three 
daughters, Erin, Veronica, and Mary
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Phil Cavanagh’s father, former Detroit Mayor Jerome 
Cavanagh and Robert Kennedy.

Phil Cavanagh learned the values of hard work, 
common sense and respect from his father, 
former Detroit Mayor Jerome Cavanagh.   

Mayor Cavanagh taught Phil the value of public 
service and that is a lesson that Phil and his wife, 
Lily, are passing onto their children.

A Commitment to Public Service

“I have been a watchdog for Western Wayne 
County and Downriver’s taxpayers. I have the 
energy and new ideas we need in the Wayne 
County Treasurer’s office to create jobs and 
stabilize property taxes.” 
				     ---Phil Cavanagh
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•	 B.S. and B.A. degrees in Business Administration and  
	 Accounting from Aquinas College
•	Masters in Business Administration and law degree from
	 from the University of Detroit Mercy
•	 Completed the Michigan Political Leadership Program  
	 fellowship from Michigan State University
•	 Graduate Fellow in the Program for Senior Executives in State  
	 and Local Government at Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School  
	 of Government
•	 2004 recipient of the ARC’s “Outstanding Legislative  
	 Advocacy” award
• 	2005 recipient of the Neighborhood Service Organization  
	 “Outstanding Community Service Award”
•	 Awarded the 2005-2006 “Outstanding Community  
	 Leadership Award” from the Wayne County Sheriff ’s Office
•	 Awarded 2008 “Child Advocate of the Year” by Vista Maria,  
	 Michigan’s largest non-profit home for abused and  
	 neglected girls.

New Ideas and Real Change
for Wayne County
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Phil Cavanagh’s father, former Detroit Mayor Jerome 
Cavanagh and Martin Luther King, Jr.

Phil Cavanagh learned the values of hard work, 
common sense and respect from his father, 
former Detroit Mayor Jerome Cavanagh.   

Mayor Cavanagh taught Phil the value of public 
service and that is a lesson that Phil and his wife, 
Lily, are passing onto their children.
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•	 Completed the Michigan Political Leadership Program  
	 fellowship from Michigan State University
•	 Graduate Fellow in the Program for Senior Executives in State  
	 and Local Government at Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School  
	 of Government
•	 2004 recipient of the ARC’s “Outstanding Legislative  
	 Advocacy” award
• 	2005 recipient of the Neighborhood Service Organization  
	 “Outstanding Community Service Award”
•	 Awarded the 2005-2006 “Outstanding Community  
	 Leadership Award” from the Wayne County Sheriff ’s Office
•	 Awarded 2008 “Child Advocate of the Year” by Vista Maria,  
	 Michigan’s largest non-profit home for abused and  
	 neglected girls.

A Commitment to Public Service

“I have been a watchdog for Detroit’s 
taxpayers. I have the energy and new ideas we 
need in the Wayne County Treasurer’s office 
to create jobs, stop urban decay and stabilize 
property taxes.” 
				     ---Phil Cavanagh

New Ideas and Real Change
for Wayne County
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